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and " these men have brought from there a piece of a broken gilt sword, which certainly seems to have been made in Italy. One of the [Indian] boys was wearing in his ears two silver rings which without doubt seem to have been made in Venice55. Now, Pietro Pasqualigo had not heard of the Cabot expeditions, and thought his Portuguese friends were the first to cross the upper Atlantic, He believed, moreover, that the opposite coast was that of Asia, and the sword and rings confirmed that idea, since he could only suppose that they had gone eastward from Europe by the old trade routes to farthest Cathay. Nevertheless his statement is unconscious testimony to the presence of John Cabot on the American coast in 1498. For there was no other who could have given these articles to the natives, and we know he had not done so in 1497, since he saw not a soul on that occasion.
The world-map of Juan de la Cosa, compiled in 1500, shows an extensive coasting of North America by the English, at least from Cape Breton to Long Island, and probably much farther. They had noted many natural features and had bestowed names upon them. These explorers can have been none other than Cabot's men, and the ground covered is too large to have been merely the hasty reconnaissance of 1497. The La Cosa Map is good evidence for the presence of Cabot on the American seaboard in 1498. And since this record was known in Spain in 1500, it is obvious that someone survived to bring it home. We may say, therefore, on this reasoning alone, that part of the expedition returned.
Again, in June, 1501, the Spanish sovereigns issued a patent to the explorer Alonso de Hojeda, in which they referred twice to the fact that the English were making discoveries on the American coast.1 This may of course have alluded only to the voyage of 1497, but the whole tenor of the document implies that the discoveries were much nearer to the tropical latitudes than Cabot could have gone on his first voyage. Hojeda himself was to make exploration of the Caribbean shores, and to set up marks of Spanish acquisition in order to warn off the English. The thing is very obscure, but it points to a lengthy American coasting voyage by Cabot in 1498, continued possibly into 1499. The information on which the grant is based is probably the same as that contained in the La Cosa Map.
Finally there are in English documents hints, not amounting to proof,
of the return of the expedition.   In 1897 there was discovered in the
Westminster Chapter Archives a roll of the accounts of the Bristol customers
for the years 1496-9^ In this document the officials record various pay-
1 No. 36, Patent to Hojeda.                                   2 No* 27.